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coal-tar colours and similar products, nearly a fifth of
which are sent to this country, gives some" idea of the
present position of the industry in Germany.
In considering the loss of our industry we must not
consider it a pure loss, but remember the people who
would have been engaged in that industry are now follow-
ing other pursuits. The actual loss is the difference in
the income obtained in the two cases by the employment
of the same labour and capital in different directions.
Certain countries are better adapted than others for the
working of certain industries, and the arrangement of
industries between countries changes with time. Some-
times, indeed, the existence of an industry in a country
is somewhat fortuitously determined. Thus the English
cotton industry originally came to us from the Netherlands
by the emigration of skilled workers from that country.
This industry assumed a tremendous scale in this country,
and in spite of the after developments of the industry
in almost every other country of the world, we have
maintained an unrivalled position in this branch of manu-
facture. It is seen that a small event decided the establish-
ment of the industry in this country, and similarly we
might say that a small event, namely, the encouragement
of a few research chemists, decided the establishment of
the aniline colour industry in Germany. But when we
consider our position as regards the dye-stuff industry, we
cannot for a moment maintain that our capital and labour
is more economically directed at the present time than it
would be if we were employed on a large scale in this
industry; for we know that the German coal-tar dye-
stuff industry is a very profitable one ; we know that we
have great need of dye-stuffs ; and we know:that in the
past the Germans have used our raw materials, and from
the profits obtained by the chemical transformation of
these materials have founded their industry on a sound
basis.
The existence of this huge industry in Germany has
also another effect. A short time ago a German professor
deplored that Germany was not so progressive in the
inorganic and analytical branches of chemistry as in
organic chemistry. He said France and England were